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WASFAA’s Sister Dale Brown Summer Institute (SDBSI) is usually held June. In a typical
year, hundreds financial aid professionals from across the region spend a week learning,
building community, living on a college campus, and exploring the surrounding area. For
attendees, SDBSI is a memorable training experience and an opportunity to build
community with higher education colleagues. Although we were not able to gather for this
event in 2020, we wanted to take a moment to share a bit more about the event’s
namesake, Sister Dale.  
 
Sister Dale lived a life of faith and service as a dedicated member of the Community of the
Holy Spirit. She was loved and respected by those who had the opportunity to know her. All
admired her quick wit and probing mind. Many benefited from her dedicated service and
treasured her friendship. Dale was born in Livermore, CA on April 15, 1941 and attended
elementary and high school in the Bay area. 
 
In 1961, she entered the Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose. She received her BS in
mathematics from College of the Holy Names in Oakland and an MS in General Science with
an emphasis in oceanography from Oregon State University. From 1963 to 1972, Sister Dale
taught math and science in the Los Angeles area. In 1972, Sister Dale joined the Community
of the Holy Spirit and moved to San Diego. She joined the faculty at University of San Diego
High School, where she worked as a counselor receiving her MS in counseling from San
Diego State University. In addition she taught science classes including her favorite
subject, oceanography.
 
Sister Dale became Coordinator of the Student Employment Center at the University of San
Diego in 1979. Later, she became Financial Aid Counselor for Loans, then Assistant Director
for Financial Aid Systems, and finally Associate Director of the Office of Financial Aid
Services. In total, Sister Dale served USD students, parents and colleagues for over 25
years. 
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During that time, Sister Dale also served the financial aid professional associations in many different
capacities. She became widely recognized in California, the Western Region, and nationally for her work in
training new financial aid advisors and technicians.
 
Her financial aid colleagues honored her on many occasions. Included in the honors were: CASFAA
Distinguished Service Award 1998; CASFAA Lifetime Membership Award 2004; WASFAA Distinguished
Service Award 2000, WASFAA Awards Committee Service Recognition 2001; WASFAA Life Membership
Award 2003; NASFAA Commissioner Service Award 2000-2001; NASFAA Board of Directors Service Award
2001; NASFAA Leadership Award 2004.
 
Sister Dale Brown will be remembered and appreciated for years to come. She was truly loved by her
family, members of the Community of the Holy Spirit, and all who knew her through the years.


